
2020-2021
Cardina� Choru�

Dear Parents & Students:

Welcome to Cardinal Chorus! My name is Ms. Williams, and this is my first year teaching

at Four Oaks Middle. I am very excited to be your chorus teacher! This year will look different

for chorus because of the current situation, but we are going to make the most of it. The majority

of our events like concerts, drama club, and field trips are currently on hold. I will update you

via Google Classroom/Remind as I am given more information.

This year, you will have one elective each quarter. This means that instead of having

chorus all year, you will be in chorus for two quarters out of the four. Students in chorus for

quarter one will also have chorus for quarter three, and you will have your other two electives for

the other quarters.

As you might imagine, attempting to have a choral rehearsal through Google Meet is

difficult with the lag and differing internet connections. Therefore, we will only meet together as

a class for the first week of school. Beginning August 24th, each student will have one 15-minute

individual lesson with me at their scheduled time each week. These lessons will make it easier

for us to hear each other and work on each student's individual style of singing. We will sing

back and forth and learn new songs and techniques together. This will be a wonderful way to

build individual musicianship skills. Please be sure to fill out the syllabus contract by

Aug. 21st to give parent permission for these individual lessons.

In addition to their weekly individual lesson, students will be expected to complete

weekly recording assignments, skills assignments, and daily attendance tasks. I will post

pre-recorded videos throughout the week that students will be responsible for watching and

commenting with any questions they may have. There will be one test due at the end of the

quarter that will assess the NC Essential Standards for Music outlined below. Students will be

able to retake the test (highest grade will be kept) to encourage mastery.

If you have any questions or concerns about the individual lessons or other expectations

for chorus this year, please feel free to email or call me using the information below. I'm looking

forward to making music with you, both virtually and in-person!

Sincerely,

Ms. Clair Williams

clairwilliams@johnston.k12.nc.us

919-963-4022, ext. 3151

Google Classroom Q1 & Q3 Google Classroom Q2 & Q4 Remind

6th Grade eleml3l (for 6th block) 4q2a2vw (for 7th block) @6fomssing

7th Grade 26a3suu (for 4th block) klws6xs (for 5th block) @7fomssing

8th Grade xp62sdv (for 2nd block) mrfansm (for 3rd block) @8fomssing

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe6_A2O_j3pgT7paptS7QOyylVJNxOqeI8-VBrZSK5krklTPg/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:clairwilliams@johnston.k12.nc.us


Elective Class Virtual Expectations

1. Participation: All students must participate during Google Meet sessions either by

talking through the mic or typing in the chat at the appropriate times. The teacher

loves to know that you are listening and engaged in the lesson.

2. No other devices used during a live lesson. Please do not look at your phone, TV,

tablet, or any other screens during instruction. It is your responsibility to stay focused on

the lesson. The best practice is to leave other devices in another room while you’re doing

your schoolwork.

3. Be Respectful. Please be kind and respect other students and the teacher during live

lessons. Respect the opinions of your classmates. Please do not talk over anyone.

4. No disruptive behavior please. Let’s stay on topic. Do not post irrelevant comments,

links, thoughts, or pictures.

5. Be open minded! We are all new to virtual learning. Do your best to keep a positive

attitude and have some grace towards others and yourself. It is okay to feel frustrated or

unsure, but please reach out to the teacher if you do have questions/concerns.  The

teacher is just one email away and here to help all students succeed.

6. Dress Code. Please have on appropriate clothing while in front of the camera. This

includes shirts and pants while communicating with teachers and fellow classmates.

7. Location of Video. Since this is our new normal for the moment, please have a

designated place for completing school work that is located in a common place in the

house. Living rooms, dining rooms, and a kitchen table are all acceptable places for

completing school work.

NC Essential Standards for Music

Assignments and performances (virtual and in-person) are designed to meet the following

objectives from the NC Standard Course of Study:

➢ ML.1 Apply the elements of music and musical techniques in order to sing and play

music with accuracy and expression.

➢ ML.2 Interpret the sound and symbol systems of music.

➢ ML.3 Create music using a variety of sound and notational sources.

➢ MR.1 Understand the interacting elements to respond to music and music

performances.

➢ CR.1 Understand global, interdisciplinary, and 21st century connections with music.

Schedule

For the first week of school, we will meet together as a class every day (10am for 8th

grade, 11am for 6th grade, and 12pm for 7th grade). After the first week, we will follow the

schedule below for individual lessons. Please check the detailed schedule posted in

Google Classroom showing each student's individual time slot. If you have a

conflict with your assigned time, please let me know immediately. Due to the high

number of students, some lessons take place outside of the scheduled class time.



8:00-8:30 Office Hours (I will be available to answer any questions/concerns)

10:00-10:45 8th Grade Individual Lessons

11:00-11:45 6th Grade Individual Lessons

12:00-12:45 7th Grade Individual Lessons

3:00-4:00 7th/8th Grade Individual Lessons

Grading

Test & Individual Lessons 40%

Recordings & Skills Assignments 35%

Daily Independent Tasks 25%

Chorus Weekly Checklist for Students (starting Aug. 24):

❏ Your individual lesson (do a few warm-ups on your own right before lesson and always

come prepared for the next lesson)

❏ Recording assignment (due by 9pm Sundays)

❏ Skills assignment on certain weeks (due by 9pm Sundays)

❏ Watch posted videos about weekly topics and comment with any questions

❏ Attendance task due each day

❏ Monday

❏ Tuesday

❏ Wednesday

❏ Thursday

❏ Friday

Parents, please complete and virtually "sign" this contract by August 21st. Contact

me if you have any questions or concerns. Thank you!

Link to 2020-2021 Cardinal Chorus Syllabus Contract (Google Form)

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe6_A2O_j3pgT7paptS7QOyylVJNxOqeI8-VBrZSK5krklTPg/viewform?usp=sf_link

